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UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

The Drachman Institute
College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture

MISSI0ON STATEMENT

The Drachman Institute g te research and publc zervice onit of the College of Aechitecture and Lendszape Aechitecture at the Uriversity of frzona dedizated fo
anvimnmentally sansitive and rescurce-canscious devalopment of neighbarnoods and communities, The Dracnman Instiuts oouses s ressarch and outreach activities an
tne prepasition that hauging 15 the building bleck of neighborhacds and neignbortaeds are the building blocks of communities.

The work af 1he Drachman Institute thersfore targets the development of demographicaly diverse neighbarhaods, fch in enviceamental aranites and built fom good-guality,
wal-designed, regianally-appropriate hausing that conserses land, eneqqy, and water, [Tis our contention that gaod qualty and innevative architesiural desicn and echnalogy,
senztble community planning, and a landsce pe architecture that fastars baaubful and healhy private and pubic space is the comerstone of this wors. We engage our students,
aur staff, Jur fasulty, and cur stizens i & solakaratve, research-basad outreach anterpeise o make cur communiziss haalttier, saber, mors acuitadle and more beautful placss
fon e,

COMMUNITY GUTREACH PARTNERSHIP PLANNING AND DESIGN CENTER

The Commt nity Planning and Dasign Werksnon (CRIY has unctianad a8 £ sublic sanvisssammunty autraasn arm of the Crachman Instiute since 19589, It brirgs the skills
ard knoaedge of te stucents, fzculty. and sta of the College o communities in need throughout Aqzora, CPOW gecomplishes this by appleing its exoertse and snowz2dge
in archifactuns, planning, lardscage anchtecture, and urban dasign to community senvica ang autraach projects. CPOW acoapts projacts raquested by Arzang communities
ard various omanzaticns with fundirg from the Drachman ardewment and the Colege of Agrculture and Life Science’s Sozoerative Extension o by specal contrae:,

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

Cooperative Extansian, the oubreach am of The Univarsity of Araana, is “taking the university (2 the peopls. Exfansian sarves as & statewids ratwork of knowledgaatls
facuty ard staff that orovides (feleng educabonal programs for all Anzonans. Cocperative Extension is a nationwides educabonal neteors of scenlists and educascrs wh help
pecpe schve protiems and put knowledge touse. Arzona Cooperafive Extersor orovides a link betweaen the universily ard the citizens of this state. Cooosrative Extension
is a statawide, nenfarmal, edusation ratwork bringing rasearch-basad irformatian into communities 1o help padale improve their livas, For 85 years Cooperstva Extensian
has delivared edusations| arograms tz the people of Afzona. Thae sfiorks of the Coopsreta Extension sre made possible by & cooperative sfort between the Federal
Govarnment, tha Univarsisy of Arzona's College af Agriculture and Life Scancas and gach ot the countas wa senia,
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Introduction

Eloy, Arizona is an isolated rural ag-
ricultural community located along
the golden corridor of the I-20 Inter-
state between Phoenix and Tucson.
The City of Eloy approached the
Drachman Institute in 2005 with a
proposal for the renovation of Trekell
Park. This project grew out of active
neighborhood and community in-
volvement and was spearheaded by
the ACTION Zone Committee, com-
promised mainly of member s of the
neighborhood Block Watch group.

Overall, the community of Eloy has a
/1.4 % low to moderate income level
with a 2004 census population of
10,375.

This document, completed by the
Drachman Institute, provides con-
ceptual design and planning for the
renovation of Trekell Park.
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Contextual Ana @5’1’5’

Trekell Park is located south of the railroad e s
tracks in one of the oldest neighborhoods MRS
in the city of Eloy. The targeted ACTION s
Zone neighborhood covers just over 1/3 ki &
sg. mile and is home to 1,219 residents, or

1 2% of the total population of Eloy. 72.4%
of the neighborhood residents are His-
panic, with a median household income of
$12,109, resulting in 47% of the residents
falling below the poverty level.
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“Current conditions find the neighborhood
underdeveloped and underprivileged with
documented findings that display higher
poverty, lover education attainment, poor-
er housing, more crime, and fewer services
than the city as a whole. The neighbor-
hood has a higher percentage minority
population than the city and the state.”
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City of Eloy Boundaries

surveys conducted by the Parks and Recreation Department find
the area lacking in after school and summer activities for children.
Assistance programs for low-income families are also needed. Low
Cost Improvements to the area’s community services are a high pri-
ority for area residents, officials, and stakeholders.

Eloy Parks Department




77@301‘ @eycmpfmn
Trekell Park is an existin g2.25 acre site = |
centrally located in Eloy, AZ. The park
offers recreational and picnicking op-

portunities for neighborhood residents.
Amenities consist of a grass field, shade

trees, softball diamond, and the Troy
Thomas Community Center that houses

the City's Parks and Recreation Depart- | Sofiballiield 1 “T' ‘

ment offices. CenliEe 1

surveys conducted by the Parks and
Recreation Department reveals a need
for more restrooms, drinking fountains,
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more shade trees/ shade structures and ' Zegieking
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the availability of public pay phones. = ]Ra
Additional needs include new benches : |

and bleachers, new playground equip- N
ment and an upgraded irrigation sys- £
tem. The Troy Thomas Center is looking
to expand to include new restroom
facilities, tutoring and classroom space,
a computer training centers, a teen cen-
ter and additional storage.
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Trekell Park Existing Amenities




Site ?lm@m' Entry
The existing entry experience to Trekell Park would be greatly
enhanced with the addition of several key entry features.

Trekell Park Existing Entry Experience

VOT The southeast corner has been identifies as the primary entry
corner for Trekell. This location could be improved with welcoming
signage and colorful vegetation that announces you arrival to the

VOZ The Thomas Center could use VO3 Screening of dumpsters and \VVO4 The colorful Mareno mural is
a more obvious front entry. The pump station would help to beau- blocked by vehicular parking. This
planned building expansion should  tify the entry. area could be enhanced with veg-

take this entry into consideration. etation and SGaUﬂﬂ.




Site ﬂl’lﬂ / 57 Vejez‘aﬁon and Sﬁmﬁnﬂ

Trekell Park hasSome significant mature trees on site that will be
incorporated into the final design. The park would benefit from in-
creased tree canopy and shade structures. Irrigation upgrades are
required throughout the park to extend tree and turf longevity.
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Upgrades are recommended for
existing shade structures.

i di,‘t_ 1'. 2% o %

TSR s [T

Deciduous trees are recommend- Mature shade trees increase mi-

Increasing vegetation around the
ed to provide summer shade and  croclimates and comfort zones Troy Thomas Center will enhance

winter sun. throughout the park. the appeal of the building.




Site Ana @m Existing Amenities
The overall organization of the park would be better expresses by
liNnking together news and existing amenities. Increasing the vari-

ety and durablility of the se amenities will also help attract users to
the park.
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Trekell Park existing amenities.

Existing play equipment can be up- A varlety of durable satmgoptlons

graded and include more shade.  will attract users to the park.
T

The existiné Basketééll-géurt canbe ex The stark appearance of the Troy Thomas Center can be softened

panded to regulation size and include with vegetation and awnings. The new building addition should

more lighting. include windows and shaded overhangs to create a welcoming
effect.




2. .
Site ?lm/ Ay1 Eﬁ@e and (7/7814 Space
The existing bofundaries of Trekkel park and subtly defined which
allows vehicles to easily enter the park. Motorized vehicles in the
park causes pedestrian/ vehicular conflict and degrades the ex-

Isting turf areas. Open space within the park could benefit from

INcreased shade and amenities.
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A low curb currently separates the street from
the park. Edge alternatives should be discussed
ot limit vehicular access to the park.

Open space could be better utilized with-
In the park.
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The northwest corner of the park has the potential to attract large numbers of visitors
for sporting events.




Dotenial 9mpr0vemem‘y

Site Amenities
\S’em‘inﬂ
Trash Cans
Water Fountain
Restrooms

L’arﬂe Ramadn
Raskethall Court

Regulation Size Basket-
pall Court

--------

Upgraded Shade Ramadas Large Ramada for
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Durable Improvement Variety of Seating Op-
Gatherings Seating tions




Dotenial 9mp:ﬂ0uemem‘5’

Path System
Natural
Track

Nodes

'\/ariety of Surface
Materials System

Hard Surface Multi-Use
Track Extended Use

Lighting Options for

Entry
Signage
Courtyard

Wélcomi

Nng Signage at Entry




Dotenial 9mpr0w3mem‘y

Vegetation
and Shading

Existing Trees
Built Shade

8.8 m across diagonal

9.8 m across diagonal

Temporary Fabric Structures Can be Set Up and Taken

Grove _
Flowering Plants i

Eye-catching Shade Structures
Can Announce Important Areas
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Vegetation Can Create a Shady Grove

Down as Needed

Courtyards can be Created Between Summer Shadin

Buildings Using Tensile Structures Over Seating Areas
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Utilizing Existing Vegetation on Site




Potenial Improvements
Edge Treatments

Berms
Bollards

Building pEge ofPrl;\'/'vith Veg—
etated Berms

Removable Bl— |
lards for Safety

Artistic Bollards
at Edge of Park

Using Boulders
to Secure Edge

Lighting
Walkways

Solar
Up-it
Fields

Improved Lighting on Field

Solar Lighting




Alternative Cmcepf {

Alternative Concept | uses xeriscape and desert design principles to give Trekell
Park a “naturalistic” renovation.

The major elements included In this alternative are:
* Remove a majority of the existing turf and replace it with low water-use, low
maintenance vegetation.

Attach the building addition to the existing structure creating an “L" shaped
courtyard.

Enlarge and move the existing basketball court to a more central location.

Place ramadas around outfield and family ramada adjacent to basketball court.

Design a fitness trail that encircles the park and has fitness stations located along
the path.

Upgrade softball field and bleachers.




A Naturalistic Cark
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Alternative Cmcepf 2

Alternative Concept 2 updates existing amenities while focusing on sports and fitness
options.

The major elements included In this alternative are:

e Concentration of turf areas in high-use zones thereby reducing maintenance
needs.

* Detached building addition encloses entry plaza and play area.

* Tallgating areas around oultfield allows for limited vehicular access into the park.
* Fitness oriented jogging and skating track encircles the park.

* Enlarge basketball court to allow for regulation games.

» Upgrade softball field and bleachers.
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The final plan is the result of feedback given by the client, which called for a synthesis of the two preliminary
concepts. The purpose of this plan is to garner support for the Trekell Park renovation project
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Final ﬁesv'jn

Renovations Include:
New Stadium Bleachers
New 'J%yom‘y, Concessions and

Restrooms Around Field
?Qeyurfﬂcinj and Fencing Field
?Qe/omﬁig and Ex/mnﬁzz'}ﬂ Raskethall Court
L'iﬂﬁﬁnj and 9rriﬂﬂﬁ0n '[//Jﬂmﬂ@v Tﬁm»gﬁom‘
New Tables, Benches, Ramadas and Trash Cans
ncreased. ﬂﬂnﬂ@mﬁmﬂ _
New ’Wﬂ/@'@ Path el
New Tﬂi[gﬂﬁ@ Pullout Y"f‘f? oy
.'Expﬂm/e/ Troy Thomas Center (3000 5. ft)
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