Designing Affordable Housing:
South Tucson, Arizona
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Arizona

Flagstaff (260 miles from Tucson)

Phoenix (116 miles from Tucson)

Yuma (242 miles from Tucson)

Tucson

South Tucson

Empowerment Zone
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South Tucson, in its entirety, is located within the Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) designated Empowerment
Zone. This initiative plans to stimulate job growth, promote
economic development, and create affordable housing
opportunities within its boundaries.
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The City of South Tucson is approximately

one square mile 1 n af
boundaries which differentiating it from the
City of Tucson include:

A6t 15 Street to the North

Anterstate 10 and 40t Street to the South

A2t Avenue to the West

AThe Union Pacific Nogales Line to the East
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http://www.ci.tucson.az.us/sotucson.html

Tucson

Source: Census 2000

Census Tract 23 OCCUPATION # %
Clty of South Tucson, AZ Management, professional, and 270 15.9
Total Population 5,400 related occupations '
Percent Female 47 Service occupations 540 31.8
Percent Male 53 Sales and office occupations 313 18.4
Median Age 30.9 Farming, fishing, and forestry 5 0.4
Average Household Size 2.94 occupations
Percent of Vacant Housing 12.1 Construction, extraction, and 256 15.1
Units maintenance occupations '
Percent of Owner-occupied 40.4 Production, transportation, and
_ : : : 313 18.4
Housing material moving occupations
Percent of Renter-occupied 59.6 . i i i i
Housing The importance of this census information is to
_ be able to ascertain the needs of the
Median Household Income $14,587 . o
community when determining how to develop
_ the site. Census Tract 23 indicates that a
'(\:"ggt'a” Monthly Mortgage $596 substantial amount of residents are of low
income; hence, future housing should pertain
Median Monthly Rent Cost $361

to their needs.




Nearly 60% of the CityOos
family housing

Median Household Income in South Tucson, AZ

= $14,6OO per year

= $1,200 per mo.
x 0.30 (amount of income considered affordable)

i\!ll!llIIIA

= $4OO available for Housing per Month

Source: Census 2000



Misconceptions About Innovatlve
Affordable Housing Design

1. Good design drives up housing costs _ _
Efficient planning and design lowers both construction and maintenance costs.

2. Appearance is a frill _ 4
Quality design helps affordable housing to fit its context. Removes the
negative stigma often associated with lower cost housing.

3. Accessible design is too expensive
Building accessibility into the initial design saves money later. Two out of 10
people in the U.S. will need accessibility features in their home.

4. Energy and resource efficiency make housing unaffordable
Incorporating energy and resource efficiency holds down utility bills and the
life-cycle costs of housing, ensuring affordability over the long term.

5. Downsizing is the only way to lower housing prices _
Studies show that downsizing does not necessarily lower costs, but it does
potentially burden households with inadequate space.
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Increasing Homeownership fngvsaN
City of South Tucson Goals and Strategit ¢‘ /

Goal 1: Encourage new affordable housing
construction by the Private Sector

Strategy 1. Make builders aware of subsidies:
County G.O. Bond funding for Affordable Housing

Empowerment Zone tax credits

Technical Assistance in Design and Planning from the
University of Arizona

Strategy 2: Continue streamlining permitting
process for new construction in South
Tucson



http://www.ci.tucson.az.us/sotucson.html

Increasing Homeownership:(xs /’ngvgam
City of South Tucson Goals and Strategit W‘ /

Goal 2: Work in Partnership with non-profit
Community Housing & Development
Organizations (CHDOS)

Strategy 1. Purchase vacant lots utilizing
Arizona Department of Housing Funds
to develop Affordable Housing

Strategy 2. Encourage CHDOS to continue
building Affordable Housing in South
Tucson, AZ



http://www.ci.tucson.az.us/sotucson.html

vacant Lot inventory

| 8th Avenue

Source: Drachman Institute



http://www.ci.tucson.az.us/sotucson.html

Practical Applications:
Designing for Affordable Housing

Work in conjunction with a for-profit builder in
developing alternative housing designs for other sites
within the City of South Tucson.

Wor k with The City of Sout
HOME housing programs and non-profit

organizations in the design and construction of a low
Income, elderly, owner-occupied replacement homes.

COPE:

Affordable Housing
in South Tucson
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